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COVID-19 vaccines
arrive on campus
University holds clinic,
Arkansas enters Phase 1B
HOLLAND CHUPEK
student writer
GABRIEL HUFF
asst. news editor
Harding held its first on-campus vaccine
clinic on Jan. 18, administering a total of 60
vaccines to employees 65 and older.
Dr. Jeanie Smith and Dr. Ellen Jones, College
of Pharmacy faculty members, administered
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines Monday at the
American Heritage Auditorium.
“The early roll out of Phase 1B includes
those who work in higher education as well
as those aged 70 or older,” Dr. Julie HixsonWallace, vice president for accreditation
and institutional effectiveness and associate
provost, said. “Since all of our employees fall
under the 1B category, we invited those aged
65 and older.”
Arkansas entered the next phase of the
COVID-19 vaccination plan after Gov. Asa
Hutchinson announced on Jan. 14 that Phase
1B — which includes people over age 70,
teachers and school staff, and childcare and
higher education workers — would begin
Monday, Jan. 18. In an email to Harding faculty,
the University announced that vaccinations
would be made available to some faculty at
Monday’s clinic.
In December 2020, the Harding College of
Pharmacy applied to be a vaccination provider
for the University. While the application is
still pending, students in the health sciences
programs are eligible to receive the COVID-19
vaccine due to their close work with Unity
Health Hospital. This categorizes them
under Phase 1A with health care providers
or those in a health care setting who provide
care to patients.
“We received an invitation from local
pharmacies to give the vaccine to the Center
of Health Science students that are doing
clinical patient care,” Dr. Susan Kehl, dean
of the Carr College of Nursing, said. “We
have had to be very strict with quarantine and
isolation because our students go to hospitals
and take care of vulnerable people who are
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[at] high risk for COVID-19. They had to
wear masks, face shields and gloves. They
still will, but the vaccine will add another
layer of protection.”
One hundred fifteen health science
students signed up to receive the vaccine to
start their clinicals for the spring semester.
Some students were vaccinated as early as
Jan. 15.
“At first I was not going to get the vaccine
because I wanted to wait and see the side
effects,” junior nursing major Anna Rachel
Hite said. “However, the cases started to
go up, and especially in Searcy. Seeing the
patients and how sick they were made me
want to talk to more people because I want
to be safe with my patients.”
Hite said she ultimately wanted to decrease
her exposure and chances of transmitting the
virus to others, both at the hospital and at
home, leading her to apply for the vaccine.
While the Harding College of Pharmacy
application to be a vaccination provider is still
pending, it has been prioritized since Phase
1B began. No update has been released about
when college students will be able to receive
the vaccine. According to the Center for
~ A
Disease
Control, healthy college students are
likely to fall into Phase 2 of the vaccination
plan, due to young adults being low risk.
Dr. Ginger Blackstone, HU16 news director
and associate professor of communication,
said she received a vaccine Jan. 18 at a local
pharmacy because she did not fit Harding’s
qualifications. Blackstone said she chose to
do so, wishing to keep herself and the people
around her safe.
“Since I am an educator, I am around
a lot of people all day,” Blackstone said. “I
didn’t hesitate.”
Although Harding does not have an official
waitlist, Hixson-Wallace said there could be
several hundred employees waiting to receive
a vaccine, though the lack of vaccinations
is not preventing them from performing
their duties.
“The more people we can get vaccinated,
the better … in order to be able to get the
pandemic under control,” Hixson-Wallace said.
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Dr. Jeanie Smith (top) and Dr. Ellen Jones administer the Pfizer-BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine to University faculty for Phase 1B Jan. 18.

Campus observes, reacts to Biden inauguration
ERIC JOHNSON
opinions editor
Joe Biden was sworn in Wednesday, Jan.
20, as the 46th President of the United States
on the steps of the Capitol building. Kamala
Harris was also sworn in as vice president,
becoming the first woman of color to
hold the position.
Biden’s inauguration
occurred exactly two weeks
after a mob stormed the
Capitol in an attempt to
block Congress’certification
of Biden’s electoral college
victory.
Assistant professor of
political science Lori Klein
identified three major
differences that made
Wednesday’s inauguration
particularly unique: the lack
of crowds due to COVID-19,
the heavy security presence
and the absence of the
outgoing president.
While there was no crowd of
supporters present, the National Mall was
lined with approximately 200,000 flags to
represent the people who could not attend
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, according to
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the New York Times. Additionally, according
to the Associated Press, 25,000 National
Guard troops were brought into the Capitol
to provide security for the commencement.
While Trump watched the inaugural procession
from Palm Springs, Florida, former Vice
President Mike Pence was in attendance in
Washington.
While Trump’s absence is a break from
precedent, he is not the first outgoing
president to refuse to attend their outgoing
inauguration. According to the New York
Times, John Adams, John Quincy Adams
and Andrew Johnson also declined to attend
the inauguration of their successor.
ABC News said Trump left the White
House for the final time as president early
Wednesday morning.
“Hopefully it’s not a long-term goodbye,”
Trump said, according to ABC News.
The inauguration included several
performances: Lady Gaga sang the national
anthem, Jennifer Lopez sang “America the
Beautiful’’ and Garth Brooks sang “Amazing
Grace.” Amanda Gorman recited her most
recent poem titled “The Hill We Climb,”
becoming the youngest poet to speak at a
presidential inauguration.
SEE INAUGURATION,
PAGE 2A
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‘See what books, DVDs and magazines are on the
shelf without entering the library’
Brackett Library announces transition to new, simplified online system
BRITTY GIST
student writer
The Brackett Library transitioned
to a new, more simplified and updated
system, effective Dec. 7, along with
the release of its new website on Dec.
21. Systems librarian Brenda Breezeel
and Library Director Jean Waldrop are
working to get everyone acquainted
and adjusted before introducing the
new system.
This new system, OCLC WorldShare
Management Services, provides its
patrons with one account rather than
multiple. Patrons can renew books, use
interlibrary loans and search databases
and physical holdings all with one

account. The campus library had been
using its previous system since 2001.
ExLibris Voyager was developed in
the ’90s and was made primarily for
print collections.
“The functionality it provided for
us helped us manage the business of
the library,” Breezeel said. “In the
evolving library world, we are not just
managing physical items anymore, we
are managing a lot of digital items.”
A new COVID-19 friendly update
to the system is a virtual browsing
section that allows you to see what
books, DVDs and magazines are on the
shelf without entering the library itself.
Breezeel and Waldrop had been

requesting a new system for seven
years. A request was submitted and
approved two years ago to receive the
funding for the transition costs. They
said that eliminating the extra pieces
and having one source that takes care
of all of the technical aspects of the
library saves everyone a lot of time
and money in the long run.
“It will be much more user-friendly,”
Waldrop said.
Breezeel and Waldrop had to
research what system would best fit
the needs of the Brackett Library. It
was a six month process to move all of
the information and records from the
old system to the new system.

Everyone’s daily jobs in the library
have changed with this new library
system. The demands of the future of
technology will be more easily met
with this new system. Library workers
will be able to devote less time to the
tedious aspects that they previously
dealt with and now prioritize other
needs for the library.
The new system is exciting for those
working with it, as well as the public
interface getting a huge facelift by the
company that is set to be launched
this summer.
“More big things to come,” Waldrop
said.

•
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Harding to implement online department
BEN LANE
student writer

Graphic by AVERY TILLETT

Harding has created HU Online, a new
department that will have multiple degrees
and will be implemented in the next one
to two years.
HU Online officially launched Jan. 1,
2021, with one degree and two members
announced. The department will offer a
bachelor of science in nursing (BSN), and
Dr. Susan Kehl, dean of the College of
Nursing, has also been named the dean
for HU Online.
Her first task as dean of HU Online
is to expand BSN programs to satellite
campuses (which are physically detached
from Harding across the U.S. but still a part
of the University) and Kehl said her goal
is to have added 150 new BSN students
at these campuses in the next two years.
BSN students will take online courses
through satellite campuses, and they will
have in-person clinicals in their respective
areas of residence.
“There are a lot of changes to the
curriculum that I have to help faculty work

through to make sure we have a good, quality
BSN program, no matter what campus the
programs offered,” Kehl said.
HU Online is working to form partnerships
with online education providers to expand
online education. Harding has signed an
agreement to begin a dual credit program
for high school students, and the University
is also considering establishing online
graduate programs.
“It gives us the opportunity to take
Christian higher education further than
Searcy,” Keith Cronk, CIO and senior vice
president of Harding, said.
Cronk has previously worked in distance
education, and he said he believes Harding
has the potential to be successful.
HU Online will target an older demographic
than the traditional undergraduate Harding
student. Students of distance education are
projected to be in their mid- to late-20s, who
were either unable to finish their degree or
are just beginning their degree.
Former University President Bruce
McLarty formed a committee in April
2020 to research and propose solutions
for creating an online department that is

separate from the other departments at
Harding. The committee was chaired by
interim President David Burks (who was
Chancellor when the committee was formed)
and Cronk was selected to be the vice chair.
The other members of the committee were
Kehl, Provost Marty Spears, Director of
Center for Distance Education Timothy
Westbrook, Director of Master of Science in
Information Systems Program Marguerite
Cronk and Harding board member Becky
Tub. The committee submitted a report
to McLarty and the board of trustees in
September 2020, which recommended the
formation of HU Online.
Senior Nicolas Spelce is a full-time, fully
remote student this spring semester. He is
not a student of HU Online, and he does
not consider himself to be a nontraditional
student. However, he said HU Online would
be a good option for future students.
“Let’s say you have a job that you needed
to work in order to pay for school,” Spelce
said. “ [HU Online] could be a pretty
viable option.”

INAUGURATION, CONTINUED
“Being American is more than a pride we
inherit,” Gorman said. “It’s the past we step
into and how we repair it.”
In his inaugural address, Biden spoke of
the centerpiece ideal that drove his campaign:
national unity.
“To overcome these challenges, to restore
the soul and secure the future of America
requires so much more than words,” Biden
said. “It requires the most elusive of all things
in a democracy: unity.”
Biden also acknowledged the disputed
nature of his electoral college victory.
“This is democracy’s day, a day of history
and hope, of renewal and resolve,” Biden
said. “The will of the people has been heard
and the will of the people has been heeded.”
Noah Darnell, instructor of communication,
was one of several faculty members who
planned to attend the inauguration, but were
unable to due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Darnell, who has watched every inaugural
ceremony since he was 6 years old, said this
year felt like a return to normalcy.
“The peaceful transfer of power is what it
is about,” Darnell said. “These are the mile
markers that we get to reset to.”
Biden made 17 executive orders before the
day was over, according to CNN, including
ending construction on the border wall,
reversing the immigration ban on largely
Muslim countries and rejoining the Paris
climate accords.
“Inauguration days are really special in
our system because we have a tradition of a
peaceful transfer of power,” Klein said.

Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Harding University administration named Dr. Susan Kehl the dean of HU Online when the department
launched on Jan. 1.
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Madalyn Van Eaton

Beat Reporter

O

ver Christmas break I found myself
in a small, local bookstore located in
Park City, Utah, called “Dolly’s Bookstore.”
The windows brimmed with books beckoned
me to join them inside. As I perused the
shelves, I came across a collection of
poetry by Mary Oliver, titled “Devotion.”
Mary Oliver is a famous American poet
whose works highly focus on the sanctity
and intricacies of nature. I enjoy reading
poetry and could not resist bringing this
collection of Oliver’s best poems into my
personal library. The book is divided into
sections based off of different books of
poetry by Oliver; each section is composed
of famous, handpicked poems that showcase
Oliver’s brilliant understanding of words
and the spirit of the natural world. Her
poetry speaks of faces and souls in every
part of nature; each stone seems to have a
personality; each ray of light serves a unique
purpose. The more that I read Oliver’s
poems, the more I notice the faces in the
trees; I wonder if the stones in the river
feel my eyes on them; I wave back as the
leaves wave at me.
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Let’s talk
about it

“Your Place in the
Family of Things”
There is one poem in particular that a dear
friend of mine shared with me freshman year
that I revisited in this book. It is titled “Wild
Geese.” When I read the first line, which
expresses, “You do not have to be good,” I
felt relieved and at peace. There are many
unspoken expectations within society that
can make any human being feel worthless,
beaten down and lonely if they do not succeed
in a specific way. As the poem progresses,
Oliver expresses that as we feel despair and
grief, the world continues to move forward;
the geese continue to migrate; the rain
continues to fall. The tone of this piece does
not communicate impatience or judgment of
an individual’s occupation with their struggles.
Instead, it speaks with a tone of comfort and
reassurance. She softly whispers that when
we feel isolated or paralyzed, there is still a
voice that beckons us to join the movement
of the world. Oliver leaves her reader with
this thought: “Whoever you are, no matter
how lonely, the world offers itself to your
imagination, calls to you like the wild geese,
harsh and exciting over and over announcing
your place in the family of things.”

Eric Johnson

Opinions Editor

Capitol attack
aftermath

It is easy to feel lost in this world, to
wonder where you belong or who notices
your absence. When those thoughts begin to
descend, I want to challenge you to examine
the nature that surrounds you and heighten
your senses to even the smallest of plants or
the butterfly that flutters across the front
lawn. Perhaps you may see a wave from a
nearby tree or notice the serenade of a bird
overhead. And perhaps that sound, that
rustling of branches, is the Spirit beckoning
you back into your place in the movement
of things. There is no shame in taking care
of yourself and pausing before entering
back into the movement of things. When
you are ready, I hope that you walk with
the knowledge that you have a purpose
that transcends any societal expectation
or requirement. You are a human being,
connected in some way to the life that pulses
in the earth; therefore, you belong here and
are imbued with importance and worth.

A

nother sad page of American history
was written on Jan. 6. There have
been many dark episodes within just the
last year that will surely make the history
books, but this most recent incident
was particularly exceptional in terms of
its severity and ugliness. I am sure that
all of you, like me, were shocked and
disturbed upon learning that a mob of
protestors stormed the Capitol Building
in an attempt to obstruct Congress from
certifying President Joe Biden’s electoral
college victory.
In the wake of such a tragedy, we must
be honest about the facts. This was an
insurrection that was directly incited by
our now former president. I am glad that
the former president has since called for
MADALYN VAN EATON is a beat peace, but it was undeniably his narrative
reporter for The Bison. She may be of f raud and specific instructions that
contacted at mvaneaton@harding.edu. initiated the riot. If there was one man to
blame for the storming of the Capitol, it
would be the former president.
But all the blame cannot be attributed
to just one man. The gang of enablers
that tolerated and supported the former
president’s irrational and unfounded claim
that the election was stolen must also bear
a hefty load of the responsibility. What
happened on Jan. 6 was not because of
one man’s delusions alone; such delusions
had to have been propagated by too many
other leaders to cause such an incident.
Finally, the citizens who have completely
detached themselves f rom reality and
blindly accept our former president’s lies
to the point of threatening our nation’s
democractic process through violence
cannot go unmentioned. I acknowledge
that differences of opinion regarding public
policy and political conflict will always
exist. These types of disagreements can
be addressed within our constitutional
system. But there is an alarming segment
of our population who intend to break our
system if they do not get what they want.
Those with intentions such as these cannot
be ignored and regarded as “just having
a different opinion.” They are terrorists.
I cannot close without noting that the
attack on the Capitol was also yet another
example of how Black Americans and
White Americans are treated so incredibly
differently, even in 2021. We all saw how
this almost all-white mob was able to storm
one of the most important and cherished
buildings in the nation with shockingly little
resistance. We also all saw how peaceful
Black Lives Matter protesters were tear
gassed and shot with rubber bullets outside
of the White House this summer. I think
to interact with Jesus in a safe and healthy we all know deep down that, had the riot
way. We need worship through song, prayer last Wednesday consisted of mostly Black
and fellowship, not checking attendance or Americans, the outcome would have been
taking a quiz.
very different.
For the safety of faculty, staff and students,
So where do we go from here? I would
I believe Harding should not begin an in- say first and foremost that now is the time
person chapel. Assigned times, locations and more than ever to be peacemakers in our
required worship is not how one genuinely f ractured society. In addition, we must
discovers the Holy Spirit. Virtual chapel stand up for truth and justice. We cannot
keeps us safe, but leaves our souls thirsting allow toxic lies to spread unchecked; the
for more; in-person chapel holds potential for Capitol attack was an ominous example of
glorifying worship, but leaves our community what such misinformation and agitation
at risk. Chapel is complex, especially at a can lead to. I am optimistic that the attack
private Christan university, but Jesus is simple. on the Capitol was provocative enough of
We can keep our community safe through an example to alert people of the danger
our physical distance and spiritual outreach. our former president’s behavior poses and
Will this be another semester of students will spark a stronger, more united resistance
sleeping through worship, on their phones against his blatant disregard for truth.
ignoring announcements, or will this be the
All in all, the attack failed. Congress
semester we reach out to friends, encouraging certified the election; our democracy goes
relationships with one another and taking on. But this warning must be heeded and
ownership of our faith?
accountability must be imposed, or similar
events are likely to follow.
MORGAN GIANFERANTE is a beat ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
reporter for The Bison. She may be editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at mrichardson1@harding.edu. contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.

What’s your opinion?

To have an opinion published in The Bison, contact
the opinions editor, Eric Johnson, at
ejohnson7@harding.edu.

Chapel, is it worth it?
Morgan Gianferante

Beat Reporter

T

here have been rumors that in-person
chapel is returning, and sooner than
we may have thought. After a semester of
virtual chapel, some may be looking forward
to a sense of normalcy returning to their
schedule. However, is chapel worth it?
I’ll be the first to admit I did not enjoy
virtual chapel, along with the required quizzes.
In the summer of 2020, I was disappointed
when Harding announced virtual chapel. This
used to be my favorite part of the day: seeing
friends consistently, worshipping through song
and watching peers use their talents of music
or speech right there on the Benson stage.
My 10 a.m. class in the fall semester, located
in the Rhodes Reeves Field House, did not
foster an enjoyable experience for virtual
chapel due to the WiFi crashes and audio fails.
Once the campus moved toward watching
chapel videos on our own time, worship felt
unreachable. Scheduled alarms to watch a
video on my own and take my chapel quiz
hardly matched the heartfelt singing chapels
I experienced in my time at Harding.
After months of virtual chapel, I noticed
students thirsting for authentic connection

staffMadison Scott

and interaction with Jesus. I believe chapel
should be intended for students to make
those connections through peers and other
aspects of worship.
One professor this semester is creating
a similar type of devotion for his students.
Shawn Daggett, in his Gospel of John course,
is beginning to offer a devotional 15 minutes
before his class begins. It is not required, it is
not a grade, but it is an opportunity for peers
to come together and praise God.
Do we really need an in-person chapel?
Plexiglass barricades and socially distanced
seats in classrooms separate us for a reason.
In a season of pandemic and unexpected
changes, filling auditoriums with students
may not be the best option. Spectators at
sports are risky enough. Students and faculty
on campus need to take responsibility as we
protect others through keeping small circles,
wearing our masks properly out of respect
and hosting small virtual events. I did not
enjoy virtual chapel, but in-person is not
the answer here. We need more professors
and students to initiate these small group
opportunities in classes, allowing people

editor-in-chief
Katelyn Allen
features editor
Emma Jones
news editor
Gabriel Huff
asst. news editor
Andrew Cicco
sports editor

Ryan Gallagher
asst. sports editor
Eric Johnson
opinions editor
Everett Kirkman
lifestyle editor
Caroline Birdwell
head copy editor
Rachel Beckham
asst. copy editor

Christiane Davis
editorial assistant
Audrey Jackson
head photographer
Caroline Palmer
asst. photographer
Namon Pope
asst. photographer
John David Stewart
managing editor & illustrator

Olivia Scott
business manager
Isabelle Cutts
graphic designer
Avery Tillett
asst. graphic designer
Madalyn Van Eaton
beat reporter
Morgan Gianferante
beat reporter

Ellie Akins
pr/marketing
Anna Westbrook
asst. pr/marketing
April Fatula
faculty adviser
Michael Claxton
narrative columnist

Rachel Bible
Maren Bonham

Holland Chupek
Elizabeth Dillard

Britty Gist
Ben Lane

Sara McClaren
Ellie Shelton

Sophia Toth

guest contributors

4A

ho. f btlck
OPINIONS
cl1Ab
do.~
i+ ch~ e"'!:Je.
joined
SACK IN MY 'DAY...

so lu.c k~ ,
wo.s w~~
ho.rder when I

i+ on llj 'jo" kids
knew who.+ ha.d
+o ~o +hro"~h

in n-.!1

~0'-4' -,.e,

we.e.k

wa.s o.c+,. u~.11~

Q.

~

11

Room
to
learn@) ramen.doodles_
C) ramen_doodles_

Friday, January 22, 2021
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART

ro.men doodles

Madison Scott

~

Editor-in-Chief

I

Growing
pains

n my communication research class last
week, the professor asked us, “What is
some knowledge you have gained that was
painful when it came to your awareness?”
Throughout the past year, I have learned
how little is in my control. Of course this
has always been true, but I have especially
experienced this recently. We have all seen
and experienced how overwhelming it is
when our circumstances dictate the way we
can live our lives — when we are told to
stay home instead of hug our loved ones or
when we are told to put our plans on the
backburner while our surroundings work
themselves out. Despite this particular
type of hardship — feeling helpless and
out of control — the most heartbreaking
occurrences I have witnessed are the ones
perpetrated by a person’s own free will and
decision-making.
Similarly to countless others, I was sick
to my stomach on Jan. 6 when we witnessed
hundreds of people storming our Capitol,
putting other people’s lives in danger and
causing tremendous damage to individuals
and monuments. I shuddered as I saw a
group waving a flag that read “Jesus Saves”
while simultaneously displaying the nooses
they had created. How did we get to this
point? How did we get to the point where
these two ideas — religion and explicit
hatred — were so tightly intertwined? How
did we get to the point where our own
president encouraged acts of such harm?

'

'

How did we get to the point
where these two ideals
— religion and explicit
hatred — were so tightly
intertwined?
– Madison Scott,
editor-in-chief

Upon witnessing these events, I wanted
to be angry, and I wanted to remain angry.
These people must be completely selfish
and ignorant and malicious, I thought to
myself. They caused so much pain to so
many. Since I am a slow learner, it took me
several days to stop fuming and take a step
back: How can we continue to walk the same
earth as this “other” group? How can we
as a human race move towards forgiveness
and healing and true progress? Perhaps the
most sobering and noble reason I can think
of is that, just like our enemy can cause us
such pain, we too have the capacity to do
the same. We can cause pain to others as
surely as we can feel it. This is power, and
we must use it well and with virtue.
To our core, we have a lot more in
common than we may think, and as painful
as it is to confront and realize, there is a
lot of God in the worst of us and a lot of
the devil in the best of us. This truth I
am beginning to understand is one that
has been particularly challenging and
uncomfortable to confront.
God gave us this free will: He created us
with such love and care but ultimately left
us to our own choices — blunders, bruises
and all. When I was born, God knew that
he loved me, but he also knew he was giving
me, with my sinful inclinations, the power
to either bless the world or curse the world.
That is something we all have in common.
As we continue to walk the earth, we
gain more and more knowledge — some by
choice and some by force. We may experience
things that challenge us to regroup, adapt,
refine and progress. Oftentimes, however,
this process of gaining knowledge is not
so linear and inspiring but instead painful.
2021 thus far marks a year of continued and
consistent knowledge-learned — knowledge
that is brutal but completely necessary to
have: Our world is broken; our neighbors
are broken; our leaders are broken; we are
broken. But may we never cease striving
to see God in the stranger, the broken or
the other, for we, too, are each of those
from time to time.
MADISON SCOTT is the editor-inchief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.

Just the Clax
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Holland Chupek
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Vice president en vogue

Student Writer

e live in a society where “cancel
culture” lives and breathes through
social media. I personally thought that some
cancel culture was going to be left behind
in 2020, but I was taken by surprise when
Vogue magazine got caught in the heated
crossfire.
On Jan. 10, 2021, Vice President Kamala
Harris landed on the February cover of Vogue
magazine, a chance that I could only dream
of achieving. However, the February issue
has not only sparked controversy among
Americans, but between Harris’s team and
Vogue. The cover in question shows Harris
relaxed, wearing Converse sneakers and
standing in front of hot pink drapes — the
color of her sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha,
at Howard University.
I don’t know about the vice president, but
if I had just won the office of the second most
powerful person in the world, pink would

not be the color I would stand in front of. second cover of Harris, which shows the vice
If we look at magazine covers of past vice president posing in a powder blue suit against
presidents, we do not see men standing in a gold background — very vice presidential.
front of pink drapes or any color from their
As a woman who looks up to Harris, I
fraternities. If we do not expect a man to want to see her thrive and build a better
do it, then why should we expect a woman America for women. I do not want to see
to do it?
this powerful woman treated differently than
The first thing I thought about when I past vice presidents because of her gender. I
saw the magazine cover was America’s global want her to break down sexist barriers that
appearance. If I am living in another country are way past overdue to come down.
and I see this magazine at my newsstand, I
Whether you voted for Biden-Harris or
am not going to automatically know that the not, we all know every candidate fights hard
drapes are for Harris’s sorority, or that she wore to the bitter end. After winning a hard-fought
Converse sneakers during campaigning. I am race, the candidate should be shown to the
going to think she looks like a teenage girl. world as someone who is not done yet and
America’s reputation already took a hard is ready to build a new America, which was
hit in the 2020 election, and now we are not seen in Harris’s Vogue cover.
showcasing our vice president as a woman
who cannot be taken seriously. Harris’s HOLLAND CHUPEK is a student
team also believes this and was under the writer for The Bison. She may be
impression that Vogue was going to use the contacted at hchupek@harding.edu.

Beating the odds

I

n the 15 years that I’ve written for “The
Bison,” I don’t think I’ve ever told you
about Buddy. Most families have that person
whom everyone refers to as a “character,”
and while you might think that I hold that
title in our family, I can’t really compare to
Buddy. He’s my dad’s cousin and the most
persistent man I know.
Let me tell you what he has survived.
After cancer surgery, doctors told him he
had six months to live. That was 60 years
ago. He once cut off part of his finger
and took the pain in stride. A bite from a
brown recluse spider nearly cost him a leg,
but he fought through. Problems with his
esophagus limited his eating, but he learned
to adjust. He broke his neck at age 79, yet he
recovered. Malpractice at a hospital caused
more problems, and still he soldiered on.
Even if none of these things had happened,
the odds were against Buddy’s long life from
the beginning. He was born in 1937 with
Cerebral Palsy (CP). While there is no typical
lifespan for someone with that condition, old
age is not common. Weighing only two-anda-half pounds at birth, Buddy was placed in
a chicken coop with a light on him to keep
him warm. Far less was known about CP
back then, and virtually no resources were
available for therapy.
If Buddy is persistent, he learned it from
his mother, who fought for every possible
advantage for her disabled son. No doubt
her tireless care and advocacy prolonged his
life. I wish you could have met my great-aunt
Elizabeth. She was a force of nature. Well
past the age of 85, she could still be seen out
on a riding lawnmower in the yard, much
to the alarm of her family.
Buddy suffered from poor vision and could
not read, but as an adult he managed to run
a small printing business from the garage
in his home for 15 years. He also worked
at our family printing company answering

Michael Claxton
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the phones. He had other careers, including
selling cars from his front yard and selling
pre-paid funerals, though not necessarily to
the same customers.
I mentioned that he was a character.
He once went with his brother to the
Fox Theatre in Atlanta during a sad
movie and released a live chicken into
the audience. He often got his brother
in trouble. When people would heckle
Buddy because of his disability, he’d say,
“My brother’s gonna beat you up!”. He
helped this same brother sneak out the
back door of their home so he could elope
with his fiancée.
A friend who owned a funeral home
sometimes let Buddy ride around with
him in the hearse. Once they had just
picked up a body and were driving down
the road when the back door flew open,
and the body landed in the street. It was
hardly funny, but it struck Buddy’s morbid
sense of humor. Another time Buddy was
watching the embalming process. The body
still had some air inside and sat right up
on the table. He spoke of it often.
Because he wore leg braces and orthopedic
shoes and used a walker to get around, his
friends told him not to expect romance in
his life. “No woman will have you,” they
said. For a long time, he thought they were
right, but then he got engaged at 54. He
proposed at the Fox Theatre during another
sad movie, and when the lights came on, a
manager caught the couple kissing on the
back row. More trouble at the Fox.

Between his Cerebral Palsy and Linda’s
Crohn’s Disease, they often struggled to get
around. But as lifelong Christians, they went
to church every Sunday for as long as they
could. That meant getting up at 4 a.m. to
begin the long process of getting dressed and
in the car. They also visited nursing homes
and responded when friends were in distress.
Once an elderly woman they knew called to
say she was dying. They rushed over in the
snow, only to discover that she had eaten
half a pecan pie and had raging indigestion.
When they could no longer travel, they
worked the phones, calling to encourage
their friends. They shared their faith with
anyone they met, from caregivers to the
man at the Piggly Wiggly who delivered
their groceries each week. During 22 years
of marriage, they made sacrifices for each
other. Buddy had smoked since he was 12
years old — his father had started at age 8
— but when a doctor told him he shouldn’t
smoke around Linda, he quit.
Buddy spent the last 20 years of his life
mostly bedridden, in a one-room apartment,
aided by caregivers. After Linda died in
2013, he stared at the ceiling day after day,
listening to Judge Judy on the one channel
that his television picked up. His body was
helpless, but his mind and faith still sharp.
“I talk to the man upstairs a lot,” he told me.
Buddy talked often about his funeral and
could never decide whether he wanted to
take up a collection or charge admission. He
wanted his good friend, the famous country
singer Charlie Pride, to sing at his service,
but Charlie passed away in December.
Buddy died last week, one month shy
of turning a remarkable 84 years old. If the
mantle of “family character” passes to me,
I’ve got big shoes to fill.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Madison Scott, the editor-in-chief, at mscott9@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Harding looks to accomodate club sports
MAREN BONHAM
student writer

Harding University indoor club sports
began Jan. 12 with new rules for staying
Head Sports Editor
healthy and following COVID-19 regulations.
“The sports being played this semester
indoors are basketball and volleyball,”
Recreation Program Director Tom Ritchie
said. “Only spectators come to watch the
We’re back. The exhaustingly long wait games. They are required to wear a face mask
for Harding sports is over, and we’re already and social distance as much as possible, and
in motion, with both basketball teams well we will be keeping a watch out for anyone
within the season. COVID-19 couldn’t not following guidelines.”
keep us down for long. I mentioned a lot
Indoor sports look different than outdoor
throughout the hiatus about how the most sports, making it more difficult to navigate.
important thing is each other, even though we Senior Kaitlyn Francois is a student manager
couldn’t be together for long. I commend you in the Ganus Activities Complex (GAC)
all for doing your part in keeping the world and said this semester’s rules are not very
around you safe. We are already reaping the different from last semester’s.
rewards for your humanity. After five long
“I see it as rewarding to how strict we
months, we’re back.
were last semester,” Francois said. “Because
Times of grave severity, whether they be we were able to distance and keep cases low,
good or bad, are best summed up in simple we can now play more sports.
words. Those rare cases are among the most
The rules have not changed that much.
powerful in the human experience — to a You must be wearing a mask unless you are
communicator such as me, of course. It baffles participating in the sport ... Also, you should
me that one or two words can aptly sum up be doing your best to stay socially distanced.”
a single situation, while bringing with it the
Francois said that she and the other
power and severity behind the message. The workers are doing their best to implement
best example of this comes from perhaps the guidelines, such as mask-wearing, social
the most illustrious figure in sports history: distancing and regularly cleaning equipment.
Michael Jordan.
“My opinion on the rules is pretty neutral,”
Following the 1993-94 season, Jordan
Francois said. “I desire for everything to be
announced his retirement from professional
normal; however, I understand that there is
basketball in his pursuit of the game of baseball.
currently a pandemic, [and] sometimes we
It was nice that he got what he wanted, but
have to do things that frustrate us in order
something happened to him that happens
to do the things we love.”
to all greats of their field who walk away:
Sophomore Maddie Adams, athletic
He just couldn’t live without it. He knew it
director of women’s social club Delta Gamma
was time to come back. His agent wrote up
Rho, also said she appreciates having the
press release after press release until Jordan,
opportunity to play sports with her club.
strong in his convictions, decided to put his
“I am very grateful we’re getting the chance
message out there in a way he knew would
to play sports,” Adams said. “I hope that
grab attention. As simply as he could, he said,
students and administrators show patience
“I’m back.” That’s all he said, and that’s all
and grace towards one another so that we
he needed to say. The truest of all true icons
may continue to play.”
returning to the place that built him up
needed no fancy introduction; the fact that
he was coming back was impactful enough.
Seeing life lived in its fullest is one of the
questions
greatest gifts we have as people. Seeing or
doing something that renders you speechless
is something that happens only a few times
in a lifetime, so if it happens, don’t waste the
moment. Live it as fully as you can. It’s what
makes life wonderful, but it makes writing
all that harder. As someone who expresses
themselves through the written word, it
frustrates me when I can’t figure out how
to describe something; not in a way that I
don’t appreciate every moment, mind you,
but in a way that my brain frankly rejects
as a concept. Maybe that’s the beauty of it,
ANDREW CICCO
though: Maybe moments like that are just
head sports editor
meant to be lived.
Harding’s cross-country team is preparing
There’s so much that could be said about
where we are, what went into the decisions for an altered spring season because the team
and what’s going to happen next. There’s was unable to compete as usual in the fall
more than a lot to be said, actually. But, I’d semester. It is likely that a majority of the
rather “Be Like Mike” and stick to the simple. season will go on without all of the typical
We’re back. Bison basketball is back in action indoor meets, considering three cross-country
all next week. Log on to hardingsports.com races have been scheduled to overlap with
for live score updates during the game, or the indoor season.
listen in with Billy Morgan on KVHU 95.3. Track and cross-country are two different
sports. Consequently, Harding’s distance
ANDREW CICCO is the head sports runners must prepare for completely different
editor for The Bison. He may be
types of races in one season. Cross-country
contacted at acicco@harding.edu.
Andrew Cicco

We’re Back

Wewantyot!

Sub:mit your historical
pap,er for publication
today!

Submit at
Sophomore Anna Voss participates in a basketball game between women’s
scholarworks.hardin .edu/tenor
clubs Zeta Rho and Delta Nu Jan. 14. Indoor club sports began on
Deadline for submissions issocial
Jan. 12 with social distancing and face mask regulations for spectators.
January 31, 2021
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Running on a new track

Contact tenortimes@harding:.edu with

Harding University cross country team faces new COVID-19
regulations, possible loss of indoor meets

runners who specialize in mid-distance track
events might not be prepared for their longer
races coming up, and the distance team will
have to miss a couple of indoor meets in order
to have a successful cross-country season.
Runners, both former and current, know
the importance that indoor meets bring.
“It’s tough to hear about,” alumnus Lucas
Goodspeed, former Harding cross-country
runner, said. “Indoor meets were some of my
favorites. It was always fun getting to be on
a track for a change.”
Many current runners said they are also
feeling the effects of COVID-19 on the season.
“It’s hard to tell where we’re headed next,”

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

junior Nizhoni Thompson, Harding crosscountry runner, said. “Everything’s up in the
air right now.”
On the other side of things, a few members
on the team said they don’t mind the change.
“I don’t mind being outside more,” fifthyear cross-country runner Kenneth Chelelgo
said. “We didn’t have indoor facilities where
I’m from so I’m comfortable running only
outside.”
Both the men’s and women’s teams are
gearing up for the start of the season. Log
on to hardingsports.com for all race times
and highlights during the season.
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Delayed
basketball
season
kicks
off with
speed
bump
ELLIE SHELTON
student writer
The 2021 season for the Harding men’s
basketball team was long awaited and
highly anticipated. Amid fear and confusion
surrounding COVID-19, people questioned
what a basketball season would look like and
if it would even be possible. Once Harding
announced that a basketball season would
be able to ensue, students celebrated, and
the Harding Bisons began practicing for the
scheduled games. After the opening game
of the season, two players tested positive for
COVID-19, causing the team to put a pause
on all practices and games until each player
on the team had completed quarantine.
“After getting our season pushed back from
its normal start in October, we have finally
gotten to start playing again, as we played and
beat Ouachita Baptist in our season opener,”
junior guard Collier Blackburn said. “Shortly
after this game, we have had to cancel two
games, in hopes to eliminate the chances of
spreading COVID-19 among our team as
well as with other teams. My hope for this
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Junior guard James Harris plays for Harding University against Ouachita Baptist University in the Rhoades-Reeves
Field House on Jan. 8. COVID-19 delayed the beginning of the season until January.
season is to be able to compete in a safe way Thursday,” sophomore forward Kyler Hensley in order to qualify for the GAC tournament
that will allow us to play and win as many said. “So far what has looked different is we and the NCAA tournament. Despite all the
games as possible.”
have had no fans at our games, but I think differences and cancellations, we are extremely
Fans are an important part of any sporting that we are going to start allowing some fans thankful for the opportunity to play some
event, especially Harding basketball games. two weeks after school starts.”
basketball. We have been waiting for a while
In the months leading up to the basketball
“I am thankful that we even have a to play, and to play for each other against
season, students questioned whether fans would schedule this semester,” sophomore guard another team.”
be allowed at Harding sporting events at all. Davis Morgan said. “I love all of the guys
“We have had two games canceled because that I have the honor to play with this year.
of [COVID-19] but are set to play this coming I hope to see us get in the required 11 games

New year reunites Harding tennis teams
RYAN GALLAGHER
asst. sports editor
After being away from Harding for 10
months due to travel restrictions, six Harding
tennis players from various foreign countries
have finally returned to campus. Five of the
six players are on the men’s team: sophomores
Balazs Balassa, Ricardo Rodrigues and Dani
Ortiz; junior Diego Pierola; and fifth-year
Alex Sendra. One player from the women’s
team, sophomore Rachel McCrae, also
returned. In addition, sophomore Ashley
Nilsson returned to campus midway through
the fall semester after her visa was renewed.
The six athletes stayed in contact with their
coaches and trained on their own to the best
of their abilities amid COVID-19 restrictions.
Some athletes had courts accessible during
the shutdowns, while others could only do
limited cardio independently. However,
they said the longer time went on, the more

people were able to be on the courts and
practice tennis.
McCrae said she truly tried to make the
most of training
f rom her home
while stuck inside
due to lockdowns.
“ W h e n
[England] went
into another
lockdown, none
of the centers or
gyms were open,”
McCrae said. “So,
I had to create my
own workouts,
and luckily I had
a home gym in
the garage so it
was quite useful.”
The environment of playing tennis at
Harding is a lot different than playing in

Simple
Edition

some other countries. While hard courts are
used in America, other courts like clay and
grass are used elsewhere, causing the ball to
bounce and spin
differently. The
different courts
can also create a
different impact
on the human
body.This is one of
several adjustments
Rodrigues, who
is f rom Brazil,
had to make
before coming
back to America.
In addition to
the variation in
courts and training
partners,Rodrigues
was required to quarantine for two weeks in
Mexico prior to returning to America.

“I had to quarantine in Mexico, as we
can’t fly straight from Brazil to the U.S.,”
Rodrigues said. “I didn’t get to practice as
much — maybe three or four days with a
Brazilian guy I met [in quarantine].”
March 2020 was the last time both tennis
teams competed on the court, and Jan. 29
will be the first time in 10 months they
will get to play again. With all the training
under their belt, the Bisons are looking to
make a statement in their first game back
on the courts. The head coach of the tennis
teams, David Redding, said the teams are
excited for their upcoming matches at the
end of the month.
“When we are out on the court, you can
tell the energy that is out there and how
hard everyone is working because they know
that they are going to get a payoff here in a
couple of weeks,” Redding said.

Ramiro Santiago

Maddison Fraley

Roland Wallace

Jorey Thorman

Koby Keen

What is your favorite color?

Blue

Purple

Blue

Mint green

Black

What is your favorite
animal?

Lions

Baby hippos

Lions

Dogs

Golden retriever

How many years have you
played your sport?

17

6

16

13

15

What is your favorite fiveletter word?

Pzazz

Smile

Cooks

Smile

Jimmy

basketball

softball

football

basketball

baseball
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Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Senior Namon Pope, president of the Black Student Association (BSA), leads students in a walk around the front lawn Jan. 18. The BSA held a Martin
Luther King Jr. Day celebration that included poetry reading, singing and walking.

BSA hosts ‘Dream Walk’ on campus, celebrates MLK’s legacy

SARAH MCCLARAN
student writer
As a part of this year’s celebration of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Black Student
Association (BSA) held an MLK Day Dream
Walk and Celebration, which included poetry
readings and a walk around the front lawn.
“Celebrating Dr. King is a refresher to
remind us that there is a dream that can still
be realized here in America, and I think that
Christians can play a great role in that dream,”
BSA president senior Namon Pope said.
Attendees met on the front lawn to
hear spoken word artists and to discuss
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy.
BSA sponsor Briana Cunningham said
that while people often think the events of
Dr. King’s timeline happened a long time
ago, there are still people alive today who
went through that fight — including her
mother, who was 25 years old when the
Voting Rights Act was signed in 1965.
“It ’s important to have something
that calls you back to remember where
you’ve come from, what other people had
to go through to get you to where you
are, and to help you to recognize whose
shoulders you stand on,” Cunningham said.
Part of Monday’s event was to walk

the f ront lawn as a declaration of the
commitment to continue Dr. King’s legacy.
“We know that the work isn’t finished yet,”
Pope said.“We’ve made a lot of great steps in the
past few years of being a community that looks
more like God’s kingdom and treats everyone
the way God wants us to be treated, and we
know that there are still things to be done.”
“I think of it as the way of a
relationship,” Pope said. “Our goal right
now is for that relationship to grow.”
Pope said that while things may be
done that are inappropriate or insensitive,
a lot of the time it is because of a lack
of awareness. He said that to help the
University grow its relationship with its
Black students, needs must be expressed.
Instructor of Bible and Ministry Jason
Darden said, although he has seen a lot
of good changes on campus in the past
20 years, bias and prejudice still exist —
even within Harding’s loving community.
“We need to become more aware of
other cultures and be sensitive and aware and
engage in meaningful dialogue,” Darden said.
“I would encourage students who are interested
in more dialogue and understanding and even
being a doer [to] partner with the BSA. Go
to some of their meetings, figure out what
they’re doing and come alongside and support.”

D
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1929

Michael Luther King Jr. is
born. Months later, his father
will change his name to
Martin.

1948

1953

King graduates from Morehouse
College with a bachelor’s degree
in sociology. He begins school at
Crozer Theological Seminary.

In August, the Atlanta
Constitution publishes King’s
letter to the editor, discussing his
support of minority rights.

1946
1961

King graduates from Crozer
Theological Seminary with a
bachelor of divinity degree and
delivers the valedictorian speech.

1951

1963

King, along with hundreds of
other people, are arrested during
a desegregation campaign in
Georgia.

1962

Graphic information courtesy of USA Today.

1955

King meets
with President
Dwight
Eisenhower.

1958

1968

King and Coretta lead civil rights
protestors in Alabama marching
from Selma to Montgomery.

King is named “Man of the Year”
by Time magazine. In December,
he is awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize.

1964

King is featured on the cover
of Time magazine. In May, he
delivers his first national speech,
“Give Us The Ballot.”

King graduates with his doctorate
from Boston University. He is
president for the Montgomery
Improvement Association.

1965

King writes his famous “Letter
from a Birmingham Jail.” In
August he delivers the “I Have a
Dream” speech.

King is arrested in the middle of
a prayer vigil and is released on
Aug. 10, almost two weeks after
the initial arrest.

1957

King and Coretta Scott get
married. His father officiates
their wedding, which takes place
in Alabama.

King leads a protest, supporting
sanitation workers in Tennessee.
He delivers his final speech “ I’ve
been to the Mountaintop.”

In December, King reveals his
Poor People’s Campaign to help
expand his civil rights advocacies
with economic racism.

1967

On April 4,
King is shot
and killed in
the Lorraine
Motel.
He is burried
in Atlanta.

1968
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New year, new safety measures

Photo by NAMON POPE
Students cross East Race Avenue between College Church of Christ and the Harding University campus Jan. 20. The University began using nontraditional
classroom spaces during the 2020 fall semester to accommodate social distancing.
SOPHIA TOTH
student writer
Harding began using nontraditional,
off-campus classroom options during the fall
2020 semester to adhere to social distancing
guidelines, including locations such as
College Church of Christ and the Keller
Center (Family Dollar) on Race Avenue.
The Department of Public Safety (DPS)
said they are monitoring new areas due to
the use of these new classroom spaces, as well
as several harassment cases that occurred in
the fall semester.
“We changed a few things, though not
so much with College Church, because that

is a well-traveled path anyways, especially
with Midnight Oil being over there,” Craig
Russell, director of (DPS), said.
Russell said they do not monitor College
Church as closely because “they have a pretty
extensive video surveillance security system,”
as well as their own resources.
“With Family Dollar, it was a little bit
different,” Russell said. “They are just as close,
less than a block from campus, but it was not
really set up to be classroom space. We very
closely are keeping an eye on it, and that’s
both during the day when we have students
coming and going for class and in the evening
when class is not meeting, as well.”
Due to the concern of safety on campus
after the fall semester’s harassment cases,
DPS installed four cameras dedicated to

monitoring the Keller Center at all times.
A DPS officer is also posted outside the
center during classroom changes throughout
the day to ensure the students’ surroundings
are being watched.
Faculty teaching at the Keller Center
and College Church of Christ are also
in communication with DPS to ensure
the students have an optimal educational
experience.
“Everybody with large classes was trying
to make it work,” associate professor of
Bible and ministry Dr. Kraig Martin said.
“Everybody did the best they could, and I
thought it really commendable how teachers,
students, administrators — everybody
— really handled the situation. You just
have to be flexible with that kind of thing.

It was an added obstacle, but I didn’t think
it unsafe.”
DPS seems to be taking extra steps to
ensure students’ safety at these temporary
classroom locations, despite it being a learning
experience for everyone.
“It’s not aesthetically beautiful, but as far
as utilitarian function, it’s got everything
you want,” associate professor of Bible and
ministry Dr. Lee Edwards said. “We were
learning as time went on, and we learned as
we went. And the people who were called on
to help did a great job of helping.”
Although these spaces are temporary,
the University staff, professors and DPS
employees are working to maintain a safe
environment for students.

COVID-19 affects social club recruitment numbers
ELIZABETH DILLARD
student writer
Social clubs at Harding have been a
large part of campus life for many years.
COVID-19, among other factors, has led
many to believe that prospective member
numbers have dropped significantly. Social
clubs cycle through periods of growth and
decline, and the effects of COVID-19 on
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social club recruitment seems to be in some
clubs’ favor. New member numbers vary
depending on the size of the club. Some
example numbers for the spring 2021
semester are as follows: men’s social clubs
Chi Sigma Alpha (Chi Sigs)-17, Delta
Chi Delta (DXD)-7; and women’s social
clubs GATA-1, Pi Theta Phi (PTP)-53
and Chi Omega Pi (Chi O’s)-35. A few
of those numbers are expected. As larger
clubs, PTP and Chi O’s have a strict limit
of new girls they can take, and they fill most
of that limit every year.
PTP was once the largest women’s club
at Harding but has pulled back in the past
few years.
“We have gotten slightly smaller, but
that was by choice,” senior Kaitlyn Francois,
PTP recruitment officer, said.
“Big clubs, if they grow, they grow at a

slow pace,” junior Alaina Jones, vice president
of Chi O’s, said.
Junior Campbell Walters, vice president of
DXD, said smaller clubs remain open to all
to allow room for growth and to give more
options to students, therefore causing their
numbers to fluctuate a bit more because of
their size and open status.
“The deans try very hard to make people
know that there is a club that will take
them,” Walters said.
The fate of small clubs is a constant
concern for their leadership, according
to senior Victoria Lowery, president of
GATA, which causes those in charge to
put more effort into the club and rally
their club together.
“We’re just going to try really, really hard,
and you know, what happens, happens,”
Lowery said. “If it’s in God’s [hands], his

will be done.”
Some clubs have been going through
a period of change, including Chi Sigs.
While exact reasons vary from club to club,
commonalities include changes in club
dynamics, fluctuating enrollment numbers
and a desire to create a more tight-knit group.
“The most important part about clubs is
the sisterhood you create,” GATA sponsor
Terrie Smith said.
Across all clubs, large and small, women
and men, community is at the heart, not
unlike Harding itself.
Students on campus continue to look
forward to this year’s club week, which
will take place next week, Jan. 25-29, after
being postponed to the spring semester due
to COVID-19.

A woman’s best friend: adopting pets in a pandemic
RACHEL BIBLE
student writer
People often use a lack of time as an
excuse to not adopt a pet; however, increased
time at home during quarantine has caused
some people to rethink their reason for not
adopting a pet sooner, like senior Raissa Ames.
“I live alone, and I love living alone, but
it’s just nice to come back home to another
living, breathing thing to keep me company,”
Ames said.
Ames grew up in a house without pets
but has grown to love them — particularly
cats — even more after spending time with
the cats that her friends, like senior Kylie
Allen, own. Ames said this helped her make
the decision to adopt her first cat.
“I think the pandemic made me realize
having a pet can make lonely days of
quarantining feel not lonely at all,” Allen said.
Ames spent a lot of time with Allen and
her cat before deciding to adopt. Ames said
she saw her now-adopted cat on a social media
post from a local shelter, and immediately
fell in love with it.
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In an April 24, 2020 report from the
Associated Press (AP), adoption of pets during
the pandemic has more than tripled since
March 2020. One New York shelter reported
going from 140 adoptions a month to 3,000
within the first two months of quarantine.
“I decided to adopt her because there
are always animals that need a home,” Ames
said. “And, also, the Humane Society in
Searcy is really great.”
Both Ames and Allen are in their last
semester in the social work program and on
their way to graduate school. After working
in their placements all day, they both said
they love being able to come back to their
furry roommates.
“I think that just living alone is lonely
in nature, so I don’t think
		
that being in quarantine
		
exasperated that 		
		
loneliness,” Ames said.

Even people who live surrounded by other
people crave the unwavering love of pets
while at college, like junior Katie Beth Sharp.
“Sometimes I just really want to be around
an animal,” Sharp said. “I have had dogs my
whole life, but I live in a dorm and six hours
from home. So everytime I see a dog, I just
want to run up [and] love [on] it.”
The aforementioned AP article said that
there has been an outpour for the public
need to have more affection. The idea of
being able to interact with something in
a time where most interactions have been
decreased tremendously is well worth the
work of having a pet.
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For more information on pet adoption
and foster care, see https://apnews.com/
article/31e3e60e7ea6bc4566b0ee3998ab98a6 .

